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I - INTRODUCTION  
 
 
There are more than 600 million persons with disabilities worldwide and 70-80% of them 
live in developing countries. They are trapped in a vicious circle of poverty and disability, 
and denied their human rights. Despite this persons with disabilities are largely excluded 
from most development activities of the International Community. The Millennium 
Development Goals will not be achieved without inclusion of persons with disabilities in 
development cooperation.  
 
 
 

82% of disabled people live below the poverty line in developing countries (UN). 
98% of children with disabilities in developing countries do NOT attend schools (UNESCO). 

Mortality for disabled children is as high as 80% even in countries where under-five mortality is 
below 20% (DFID 2000). 

 
 
 
The new UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, adopted by the UN 
General Assembly on 13 December 2006, will change the political landscape and focus 
attention on inclusive development. 
 
This UN Convention provides a unique instrument to uphold the rights of persons with 
disabilities. Article 32, the International Cooperation Article gives, for the first time, legal 
recognition to the principle and practice of inclusive development - development 
cooperation inclusive of persons with disabilities. 
 
On the eve of the adoption of this historic Convention by the UN General Assembly, a 
diverse range of key decision makers and stakeholders came together on 20-21 November 
2006 for this European Conference on ‘Disability & Development Cooperation’.  They met 
to explore the next steps to advance the rights and needs of persons with disabilities and to 
move ahead with putting into practice the spirit and terms of this new Convention - the first 
Human Rights Convention of the 21st Century. 
 
This Conference formed part of a wider project, ‘Disability mainstreaming in Development 
Cooperation’ (also known as ‘Breaking the Cycle of Poverty and Disability in Development 
Cooperation’, which has brought together 12 major organizations of persons with disabilities 
and NGOs, united to develop instruments for the European Commission, EU Member State 
Governments and Non-State Actors to include the disability dimension in their development 
cooperation policies and programmes.  
 
The 140 participants came forward with a number of important Recommendations directed 
towards all stakeholders and also, more specifically, directed towards the EU Institutions.  
This report presents these Recommendations, the key messages to be drawn from legal 
and political experts directly involved in the UN Convention negotiations as well as those of 
practitioners and disability activists working in developing countries about how to use the 
Convention to advance and apply inclusive development on the ground. 
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As Kalle Könkkölä, the Chair of the Conference declared: “We now have a Convention, we 
have money, we have support from the EC and European Parliament, DPOs – what is 
missing? Nothing!   Now we need to do something….there are no longer any excuses!” 
 
There are no more excuses for failing to make development cooperation more inclusive! 
We must all go forward now guided by these Recommendations from the Conference to 
bring about real and positive change. 
 
                                           
                                                                                         
 
                                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Johannes Trimmel of Light for the World  
 
Light for the World is the lead partner of the Project ‘Disability mainstreaming in 
Development’ (also known as ‘Breaking the cycle of poverty and disability in 
Development Cooperation’). 
  
This is a European Commission funded project on including disability in  
Development cooperation policies across the EU 
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II – GLOSSARY 
 
 
Abbreviated term/ 
Acronym 

What it stands for 

CAHD Community Approaches to Handicap in Development 
CBM Christoffel-Blindenmission 
CEDAW The Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination  

against Women 
The Commission The European Commission 
CONCORD European NGO Confederation for Relief and Development 
COR The Committee of the Regions 
CRC The Convention on the Rights of the Child 
CSO Civil Society Organisation 
CSP Country Strategy Paper (of EU) 
DANIDA The Danish International Development Agency  
DESA Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
DFID The Department for International Development (DFID) 
DG Directorate General (Department of the European Commission) 
DPO Disabled People’s Organisations 
EC The European Community 
EDF The European Disability Forum 
EP The European Parliament 
EU The European Union 
EU Guidance Note The EU Guidance Note on Disability & Development 
GPDD Global Partnership for Disability and Development 
Guidance Note The EU Guidance Note on Disability & Development 
IDDC International Disability and Development Consortium 
MDG The Millennium Development Goals 
M and E Monitoring and Evaluation 
NGO Non-Governmental Organisation 
NORAD The Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation 
PNG Papua New Guinea 
SCF The Save the Children Fund 
The Bank The World Bank 
The South Economically developing countries/ developing countries 
The North Economically developed countries/ industrialised countries 
WATSAN Water and Sanitation 
WB  The World Bank 
UNICEF The United Nations Children’s Fund 
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III - EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
Background 
 
In August 2006 the text of the new UN Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the 
Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (the Convention) was agreed upon by the 
responsible UN Ad Hoc Committee.  On 13 December 2006 the Plenary of the UN General 
Assembly adopted the Convention by consensus.  This is an historic achievement of 
enormous significance to persons with disabilities around the world and notably for persons 
with disabilities in developing countries. 
 
Most importantly, Article 32 of the Convention draws attention to the need for development 
cooperation to take the rights of persons with disabilities into account. This means that once 
the Treaty is ratified by the EU and the Member States, there will be an obligation on their 
part to address the rights of persons with disabilities in all overseas policies and 
programming. This conference, which took place 20/21 November 2006, called for attention 
to be given to this new Convention in development policies and programmes. 
 
The conference was part of an EU wide project ‘Disability mainstreaming in Development 
Cooperation’ (also known as ‘Breaking the Cycle of Poverty and Disability in Development 
Cooperation’) being implemented by a consortium of disability and development NGOs 
(including the conference organisers - Light for the World and CBM). Supported by 
European Commission DG for Employment and Social Affairs, this project aims to include 
disability in development cooperation, within the EU and the 25 Member States.  
 
 
Purpose 
 
In light of these events, the conference brought together a unique gathering of key decision 
makers  and experts from the United Nations, the OHCHR, EU Member State 
Governments, the EU institutions, the World Bank, disabled people’s organisations (DPOs) 
and disability and development NGOs, from the North and the South.  This gathering of 
stakeholders provided for international exchange and consideration of how the UN 
Convention could be used to raise the profile of disability in development cooperation, and 
essentially how the Convention would contribute to improving the lives of the 650 million 
people with disabilities living in developing countries. 
 
 
Content and output 
 
Day One: 
Key note speakers who are expert in disability issues and the UN Convention opened the 
conference, giving the participants an update on the situation and status of the Convention, 
and what it would take to bring it to ratification and implementation. During Day One it was 
also stressed that this UN Convention would be the first Human Rights Treaty to which the 
EU would accede to jointly.    
 
In the afternoon, workshops were held which aimed to draw on experiences of 
implementation of other Conventions - the Convention for the Rights of the Child (CRC), 
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and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW).  
Significant messages from these workshops included: 
·  The need for applied tools and materials in order to give practitioners a guide on how to 

use the Convention in a practical way; and the need for training on the UN Convention 
for both DPOs and development stakeholders in general. 

·  The need for a systematic report-back mechanism for Governments on how they are 
implementing the Convention – which must be mirrored by parallel NGO and DPO 
reports. 

·  The need for all stakeholders to recognise the Convention as their responsibility – that it 
is not just seen as the responsibility or concern of persons with disabilities and DPOs. 

·  The need to ensure the Convention is available in easy-to-read formats and translated 
in local languages (important for all stakeholders, persons with learning disabilities; 
children; persons with low level of literacy) 

 
Day Two: 
In the first part of Day Two, a series of presentations were made showing a range of 
examples of inclusive development. These examples included inclusive education, inclusive 
water and sanitation programmes, the World Bank's work on disability and DFIDs approach 
to social exclusion/inclusion. 
 
Drawing from the two days of discussions, the afternoon workshop sessions focused on 
recommendations for an inclusive development approach and for an implementation 
strategy for the Convention, in the context of development cooperation.  
 
These recommendations were targeted at a range of stakeholders and included: 
 
·  The need for all stakeholders to build up their own capacity and knowledge on the 

Convention and to actively promote and raise awareness on the Convention with others. 
This included the idea of producing accessible formats of the Convention so all 
stakeholders can understand it and the use of the media to generate interest in the 
Convention. 

·  Cooperate/ build alliances in order to maximize our impact of implementing Article 32 
(the International Cooperation Article) – i.e. NGOs, DPOs, Governments, donor and 
development agencies and the EU collaborating to include disability in development 
cooperation. DPOs needed to be at the centre of this process; for this to happen there is 
a great need for capacity building of DPOs, particularly in the South.  

·  Follow a twin track approach in disability and development programmatic work, i.e. 
supporting disability specific initiatives and to include disability in all general 
development cooperation activities. 

 
The European Commission was specifically requested to: 
 
·  Increase its own capacity to work on disability issues - notably in terms of specific 

disability desk officers, and internal disability awareness training   
·  Include disability in the 10th EDF programming and the forthcoming financial 

perspectives including the Thematic Programmes 
·  Ensure that no EU development funds go against the terms and spirit of the new 

Convention and are used to create barriers for persons with disabilities (e.g. all 
education programmes should be explicitly inclusive) 
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·  Put in place a follow-up to the ‘Guidance Note on Disability and Development’ (the 
Guidance Note), in the form of a more binding practically applicable document.  

 
 
Conclusion 
 
The conference was closed with speeches from Koos Richelle, European Commission 
Director General of DG EuropeAid, and Richard Howitt MEP, Vice-Chair of the Human 
Rights Sub-Committee at the European Parliament and President of the European 
Parliament Disability Inter-group.  
 
Mr Richelle responded to a list of requests for the EU to take disability more seriously into 
account in terms of resources within the Commission, for inclusion of disability in its general 
development cooperation work and for support to specific disability related development 
activities. He stated that EuropeAid was already well on the way to working more 
intensively on disability issues, and said that in future calls for proposals, attention would be 
paid to good quality disability related projects. He also promised to look into increasing 
human resources working on disability issues within the Commission. Finally Mr Richelle 
did state that advocacy on disability was a weak point within the Commission; disability was 
not always on the agenda and this was something that should be improved. 
 
Mr Howitt MEP finished with a strong statement on the work the European Parliament had 
done to get the new financial perspectives to where they were today - with the 20% 
commitment to social services as an example that is particularly relevant to disability as it 
can result in more attention and resources being provided for disability work. He stated that 
now was an important time for all stakeholders to come together, using the Convention to 
ensure that finally disability would be given a central role in development cooperation. 
 
The Conference Chair, Kalle Könkkölä closed the conference by briefly summarizing the 
main messages: 
 
·  Now there was a Convention upholding the rights of person with disabilities with Article 

32 bringing in development cooperation. 
·  There were now more resources available to act with all the stakeholders coming 

together to make it work. 
·  No more excuses! There is work to be done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


